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P.S» I s t h e r e a n y way t o g e t your coiTimencement s p e e c h p u b l i s h e d ? I t ' s 
t h e o n l y s e n s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n o f t h e human r a c e I ' v e h e a r d t h i s y e a r . 
November 2 9 , 1950 
D e a r J o h n : 
L a s t n i g h t , l i s t e n i n g t o Degan s h o u t , J o h n n y Andrews e x h o r t , 
E l m e r D a v i s p l e a d ( f o r t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ) , and Ed\;ard R . Nurrow r e -
p o r t t h e n e w s , I have a s u g g e s t i o n f o r b r i n g i n g peace ( o f one k i n d a t 
l e a s t ) . I p a s s i t a l o n g f o r you t o c o n s i d e r t h e n e x t t i m e j'-ou want 
D i x i e l a n d and g e t a nev/s a n a l y s t . I d o n ' t mean t h e s i m p l e s o u l s vJio 
r e a d t h e nevs t o u s . T h e y ' r e good b o y s . Me s h o u l d g e t t h e n e w s , how-
e v e r sad i t i s and a t r e g u l a r i n t e r v a l s . B u t t h e complex p e r s o n s vjho 
a r e b e i n g p a i d by t h e b i g boys v/ho s e l l o i l and c o f f e e and a u t o i n o b i l e s 
and •^daras h a t s s h o u l d I t h i n k be t o l d t o go and have a n i c e m e d i e v a l 
tournaiment -"vLth f u l l a r m o r , h o r s e s , s p e a r s , and l o t s o f b l e e d i n g . I n , 
l e s s t r j r i n g t i m e s , t h e s e I - t e l l - y o u - w h a t I ' d - d o men a r e d i v e r t i n g . 
Now t h e y a r e d i s t r a c t i n g and d e f i n i t e l y a p a r t o f t h e good o l d d a y s . 
F o r exa-mple, l a s t n i g h t T e g a n w a i l s ; "The A m e r i c a n p e o p l e s h o u l d know 
t h a t t h i s i s W a r - r - r - r - r l How manjr o f us h a v e n ' t known i t e v e r s i n c e 
t h e u n l u c k y day one o f our n e w s c a s t e r s l e a r n e d t h a t S t a l i n h a d s M d we 
c o u l d n ' t l i v e v d t h communism? T h e n , w i t h o u t even c a t c h i n g h i s b r e a t h 
Degan c a l l e d E l m e r - ^ a v i s an " a r m - c h a i r g e n e r a l " f o r m l d l y s u g g e s t i n g 
^ t h e n i g h t b e f o r e ) t h a t p e r h a p s t h e end o f t h e \mr i n K o r e a had been 
announced p r e m a t u r e l y . And •'̂ egan went on u n t i l he was c o m p l e t e l y out 
o f b r e a t h about t h e ha.rm a n a r m - c h a i r g e n e r a l c a n d o . S o , I ' d have 
•"egan p u t on h i s armor f i r s t . And l e t h i m j o i i s t where i t c a n harm 
noone b u t t h e e q u a l l y f r a n t i c news a n a l y s t s . . . o r c o i n r a u n i s t s . Mhy b o t h e r 
us Y / i t h h i s c h i l d i s h envy o f good o l d E l m e r - ^ a v i S ' And i f nev/s a n a l j ' - s i s 
r e a l l y i s needed i n a d e m o c r a c y , l e t ' s have a s c h o o l where t h e c a p i t a l i s t s 
c a n t e a c h them t h e sa'me t u n e s and s i n g i n harmony o r s h u t u p . l i g h t 
now, t h e y w o u l d n ' t sound v / orse i f t h e y got t h e i r c h e c k s d i r e c t f rom 
Moscow. A f t e r a l l , f r e e speech i s , l i k e a l l o t h e r good t h i n g s , t o be 
u s e d i n m o d e r a t i o n . P e r h a p s i t was a l l r i g h t t o y e l l a t a t e v e r y body 
when t h e p l a i n s w e r e f u l l o f b u f f a l o e s . Now, i t ' s -making f o r more o f t h e 
s t a t e o f mind we a l r e a d y have too much o f . Me a r e a n a c t i v e peop le and 
n o t i n c l i n e d t o c o n t e m p l a t i o n . Mhy t r y t o make us c o n t e m p l a t e our sad 
s t a t e ? L e t ' s h a v e m u s i c on t h e r a d i o , a p r a y e r i n our h e a r t s i n s t e a d 
o f a q u e s t i o n m a r k , and w h a t e v e r t o o l s we c a n h a n d l e i n our h a n d s . Mhy 
p r e t e n d t h a t p o v e r t y and t j - r a n n y a r e new t o us? T n i s b u s i n e s s o f b e i n g 
k i d d e d i n t o a s u b s e r v i e n t s t a t e o f mind i s bad . L e t not b u r y our s p i r i t s 
u n d e r t h e i l l u s i o n t h a t we once were much h a p p i e r t h a n we nov/ a r e . T h a t 
s t a t e o f mind i s sometimes c a l e d " h a v i n g d e l u s i o n s o f g r a n d e u r . " Our 
a n c e s t o r s hadx no s u c h d e l u s i o n s \;hen t h e y s t e p p e d i n t o t h e d i s e a s e 
r i d d e n b o a t s t h a t bro i ight them to A m e r i c a . They had o n l y t h e b e l i e f 
t h a t t h e y were d o i n g t h e r i g h t t h i n g . A n d , w h a t e v e r -we do now, we inAst 
b e l i e v e t h a t i t i s r i g h t . I f we c a n ' t do t h a t , v/e have no r i g h t t o be 
a l i v e . T h e r e i s much t h a t i s i n e x p l i c a b l e i n t h e human loind and b e h a v i o u r . 
B u t t o t h o s e who a r e r e a d y and w i l l i n g , G-od s p e a k s and m a t u r i t y comes . 
S o , J o h n n y Andrev/s s u g g e s t i o n t h a t v/e a l l go t o c h u r c h r e g u l a r l y any p r a y 
p r o b a b l y i s t h e b e s t one t h e r e i s . Good l u c k , Johnnj ' - U p d i k e . The n o i s e 
v/e h e a r i s j u s t one o f t h o s e a d o l e s c e n t g e t - t o g e t h e r s you ment ioned i n 
y o u r commencement s p e e c h and not t h e end o f t h e w o r l d . \
